PERSONAL STATEMENT

A personal statement or admissions essay givesiyapportunity to present yourself.
Moreover, it enables you to distinguish yourseathirother candidates.

An admissions committee at the university evalugtes as an applicant through your
personal statement.

What do the Universities want to know about you?

Apart from your grades and references, Universitiesld like to read your personal
statement in order to know more about you andno éiut where you are headed. If you
are applying to one of the top colleges, it islijkiat everyone applying there will have
good grades and excellent credentials.HoweverJtheersities you are applying to
would like to know that you are indeed capableasifrig on the demands of your
coursework and that you will not drop out of coegidway. Universities get superior
rating through where their students get placedrébearch they do and through the
prestigious posts their alumni hold in the world joarket. Your college would like to
know if you have the potential to stick to youra study and make a name for
yourself and thereby for the University.

For example Harvard, Yale, Oxford, Cambridge, R¥ion and other such Universities
have produced Nobel Laureates and world leaderstaidénts flock to such universities
in order to gather experience and benefit fronrtbeiriculum, activities and their
teaching.

The University would like to know whether you will in there and how you will
contribute to the University through your acadenaicd other activities.

What arethestepsto follow to write a good personal statement?

You must prepare your resume before writing outrymrsonal statement. To each point
on your résumeé, expand into sentences what youthr@aghts on your achievements are.
For example, under your academic records in yaumé, you may have mentioned
your subjects and high school or undergraduateescam your personal statement,
explain why you opted for these subjects. Whichextttwere you most passionate
about? Was there any subject you did not perforthia/2In that case, how did you try
and improve your scores?

A paragraph on your academic achievements shoféttrgour willingness to work hard
and your ability to cope with the course work drawmfor you.

Mention all your strengths. You can start by pgtifown your strengths in points. Later,
qualify your strengths by proving it through faotsevents in your life.

Research information about the university or calggu are applying to. Information can
be found on the university website. Read up frootbures and other internet data about
the courses available and the popularity of thiegel How are the labs and the library
facilities? Find out about the city, town and cashe college is situated in. Now make
a list of the things that attract you to the Unsi.

Next, zero in on your course. How does the uniteisi your choice compare with other
universities in this particular subject? How losghe course? What are your career



prospects after finishing your course? Most couvaave their faculty listed along
with their credentials. Do you have the opportutityrain under eminent faculty
members?

Make notes as you keep getting information. You mekd all this information to write
your essay.

How early should you prepareyour Personal Statement?

Give yourself at least two months to prepare yarspnal statement. This is because you
get so caught up with your exams/work and otherisglon processes that you are likely
to leave the personal statement to the very end.nfay have to hurry to meet the
university applications deadline. You may end ugkimga shoddy, incomplete personal
statement and the University admissions committere sets you apart as a very
mediocre applicant.Sometimes,in spite of your gacatdlemic scores or excellent
school/college records, you may get rejected begausat they see in carelessly
structured personal statement is a disorganizedidate and a poor communicator.

What should you includein your Personal Statement?

In your Personal Statement include everything pinates that you are hardworking,
conscientious and interested in the subject of gboice. Mention your life experiences
from school to college which made you choose trea af study. For example if you
want to take Law, explain when and why you thougjtgpplying for Law. Also, mention
all the career options open to you and what patsway intend to take after you
complete your studies. For example, do you wis$taa out on your own or research or
teach and study further?

A personal statement should also include any spgkilés you have—do you know
many foreign languages? Can you play a musicalum&nt? Do you excel in any sport?
Also put down all your extra-curricular activitiaad participation in any events. If you
are part of any social or national cause put thatrdtoo.

If you are working or have worked before, write adoyour work experience and your
achievements at work. Explain how your work expereshas contributed to your interest
in your area of study.

Your personal statement in short, should presentiyas an eager student holding a lot
of promise. You should also be able to demonstteteyou are willing to adjust in a new
environment especially if you are an internaticstablent.

Your personal statement is also a statement almautexcellent communication skills, so
proofread and structure your essay well.

Lastly, do mention why you chose this particulaivérsity to study in and how you will
contribute to this University through extra-curteuactivities or through research. A
good thing to add is how, as an alumnus you wiliteme to be part of the University.
For example, if you are part of say an Environmle@taup, you could start a club or
society at the University, hold regular meetingsduct activities, publicize your
activities through the media, publish newsletterd papers. Even non-academic
activities count for a good resume later in youeea You could then mention that you



will continue to mentor and monitor the activitefsthe club or society you will be part
of, even after you pass out of school and begimn gateer.

You could talk about starting a Science Group, Kfiank, a debating society... very
academic in nature or even an informal one likericaDancing and the activities you
would like to promote.

If you are part of a Forum or Blogging Community tfoe serious type, of course),
mention this also. If you have a website or a Biogour name and it is related to your
academic interest, you could talk about it in yparsonal statement. Do not expect the
admission committee to visit your Blog but thisigzay to impress upon them that you
are indeed passionate about your subject and ra@dglinvolved in thinking activities. A
student with a large set of world views always thespotential to shine in his or her field
and contribute to society and even help changergowent policies.

The “extras” you bring in will help you stand ouhang other applicants to the
University.

The Final Copy

The personal statement should have a good intrmofiyehiddle and conclusion. You

may put in some personal anecdotes or observatiginiseeep well within the prescribed
word limit. Do not get too comical and never crgmkes. Use appropriate respectable
language and do not get too familiar with the reaflgpersonal tragedy or hard-ship you
faced may be mentioned but do not describe it taildeecause it will look as if you are
looking for sympathy.

Above all, proof read for spelling and punctuatesrors and grammar mistakes.

You can have the personal statement read by ottmergbe a senior or a teacher and then
make the necessary changes if advised.

Most importantly, send it off before the time linaitpires!

Good Luck!



